Saturday, October 2, 2004
Ephesians 3:1 – 21

As we have seen in previous letters the problem of uncircumcised Gentiles entering the church without accepting all of the tenets of Judaism was a major problem in the early years. So, Paul again cites the truth that all people, whether Gentile or Jew is acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. Paul also assures the readers of his apostleship, but emphasizes that whatever he is, it is by the working of God (verse 7). 

Again Paul uses wonderful phrases in his descriptions of God and His mercy. An example taken from the NASB is “the unfathomable riches of Christ”.  Again Paul reminds the reader that all that has been performed in the wondrous ministry of the church (the believers in Christ) is “in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus, our Lord.”  Though there were many local churches Paul speaks of “the church”. He did not see the many denominations that would develop after his death—in fact he fought against such a trend in his letters to the Corinthians. Today it is important for us to focus on those things that join our churches together as the body of Christ working in the world, rather than bicker over the differences. Satan fights to divide the church, both the local congregation and the body of believers in Christ that exists across the entire globe. (One of the most tragic examples of his occasional successes is the divided nation of Ireland.) 

In verses 16-20 Paul emphasizes God’s work in strengthening the Christian. It is the Holy Spirit who enables the Christian life. This emphasis becomes even more important to the reader as chapter 4 begins to get down to the business of walking like a Christian guided by God. 
